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#3 
 

 Answers: 
 

A watched pot never boils. 

Bad news travels fast. 

Don’t judge a book by its cover. 

Don’t cry over spilt milk. 
 

 

 Questions: 
 

Can you guess what the proverbs mean? 

Do you agree with the proverbs? 

Can you give some examples of situations where you might use the proverbs? 

 

 

 Definitions: 
 

A watched pot never boils. 
If you wait anxiously for something to happen, it seems to take a very long time  

There's no point sitting by the phone waiting for it to ring. A watched pot never boils. 

 
Bad news travels fast. 
Bad news usually reaches us more quickly than good news. 

I called my aunt to tell her about my car accident, but my mom had already told her. Bad news 
travels fast. 
 

You can't judge a book by its cover. 
You cannot judge the quality or character of someone or something just by looking at them. 

She doesn't look very smart but you can't judge a book by its cover. 
 

Don't cry over spilled milk. / It's no use crying over spilled milk. 
Do not be upset about making a mistake, since you cannot change that now.  

OK, so you lost the book I lent you. Don't cry over spilled milk. 
I know you don't like your new haircut, but you can't change it now. It's no use crying over 
spilled milk.  
 
 

 

 


